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João Melo’s poem “Urgent: News of the Death of Hiba Abu Nada” illuminates that moment between the act and the narration of the act, in which forces conspire to distort, deny, and erase; to establish discursive control. As archivists, scholars of the archive, we know that problem well. Historically, the destruction of records, the theft of cultural property, the denigration of languages, memory practices and epistemologies have been key tools of colonialism, and we are seeing those same tactics in use in Palestine today. Accompanying the massacres of Palestinians, the cultural dimension of genocide is also at work: European settlers adopt nativized names, they speak a resurrected language in place of their European tongues, and as the texts listed in this syllabus attest, they steal, obfuscate, and destroy the archives that tell the history of Palestine and its people. 

When Constantin Zurayk used the term “nakba” to describe the Zionist horrors of 1948, he was speaking expansively of a catastrophe that was physical, social, political, and cultural.[footnoteRef:1] In speaking of a “documentary nakba,” we are likewise speaking of the physical, social, political and cultural ills that accrue from a sustained campaign of theft and destruction by Israeli belligerents of records, with all their historical and juridical force, and other artifacts of culture with all of their affordances.  [1:  Zurayk, Constantine. 1948. Maʻná al-nakbah (Beirut: Dār al-'ilm lil- malāyyn) [Arabic]. The following is an English translation: Zurayk, Constantine. 1956/1948. The meaning of the disaster (Khayat’s College Book Cooperative).
] 


It is with an understanding of the powerful work that culture does in the project of genocide that we offer a syllabus for the study of the Palestinian archive under Zionist aggression. Scholars, students, activists, archivists, and others are meeting to study these texts together between February and May 2024. We study the Palestinian archive to perpetuate it: Zionist ambitions will not be fully realized if the knowledge in these texts—the knowledge of what has been lost, documented in these texts—is repeated from one of us to another.

This is no substitute for action against the bloodshed, but the texts listed here inform such action and impel us to it.
 
The basis of unity for our reading group is the 2023 Statement on Gaza issued by Librarians and Archivists for Palestine, and endorsed by the Middle East Librarians Association and other organizations. The readings have been selected from the Librarians and Archivists with Palestine archive syllabus, Under Pressure: Representation, Information, and The Archive in Palestine (n.d.) and the annotated bibliography, On the Systematic Destruction, Plunder, Theft and Erasure of Palestinian Archives, Libraries & Cultural Heritage by the Israeli State through its National Archives, Library, Heritage, Military & Educational Systems (January 2, 2024) compiled by Dr. Jamila J. Ghaddar, Mariam Kariam, and Lisa Nussey for the International Council on Archives.  

The texts in our syllabus trace the physical, discursive, and epistemological violence suffered by the Palestinians and their documentary heritage. Taken together, they reveal the relationships between the archive, the land, and the supremacist settler colonial logic that have bloodied our screens since 8th October 2023, and Western hands since the inception of Zionism in 19th century Europe and the founding of the Zionist state in 1948.

With this reading group, we invite you to:

· read, study, cite and teach these texts
· if approaching this syllabus without historical or political context, to read the texts in consultation with Salman H. Abu-Sitta’s Atlas of Palestine or alongside Richard Becker’s Palestine, Israel, and the U.S. Empire, or Ilan Pappé’s The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine.
· to develop discussion prompts for each text, and share them here
· and to keep reading, studying, citing and teaching these texts until liberation is achieved.

 
Reading List 
 
Week 1: 
 
Doumani, Beshara. 2009. “Archiving Palestine and the Palestinians: The Patrimony of Ihsan Nimr.” Jerusalem Quarterly 36 (Winter): 3–12.
 
Week 2: 
 
Masalha, Nur. 2012. “Appropriating History: Looting of Palestinian Records, Archives and Library Collections, 1948–2011.” In The Palestine Nakba: Decolonising History, Narrating the Subaltern, Reclaiming Memory, 135–47. London: Zed Books.
 
Week 3: 
 
Sayigh, Rosemary. 2015. “Oral History, Colonialist Dispossession, and the State: The Palestinian Case.” Settler Colonial Studies 5 (3): 193–204. https://doi.org/10.1080/2201473X.2014.955945.
 
Week 4: 
 
Rayan, Tam. (2020) “Chapter 4: History Belongs to Those Who Archive It + Conclusion: Mitigating the Bulldozer of History.” In Archival imperialism: an analysis of racial hierarchy in the Six Days War Files. Master Thesis, University of Toronto, 35-55.
  
Week 5: 
 
Jawad, Saleh Abdel. (2016) “Colonial Anthropology: The Haganah Village Intelligence Archives.” Jerusalem Quarterly 68 (Winter).   
 
Week 6: 
 
Sabbagh-Khoury, Areej. (2022). “Settler colonialism and the archives of apprehension.” Current Sociology 1–23. 
 
Week 7: 
  
Archive Week on The Nakba Files blog posts from 2016: The Nakba Files on “Archives Week on The Nakba Files,” Haneen Naamneh on “Establishing a Legal Counter-Archive in Palestine”, Shira Robinson on “Of Scholars and Secrets,” and Mezna Qato on “Returns of the Archive.”  
 
Week 8: 
 
Kuntz, Blair. (2021) “Stolen Memories, Israeli State Repression and Appropriation of Palestinian Cultural Resources.” Journal of Radical Librarianship 7.
  
Week 9:
 
Yaqoubi, Mohanad. (n.d) “The Tokyo Reels ~ Prologue.” archive stories.
 
Taha, Mai. (n.d.) “The People of the Archive: On the Oral History Tradition of Palestine.” archive stories.
 
Week 10: 
   
Ghaddar, Jamila J. (2021) “Part II - ‘that keening trajectory’: Nakba genealogies, archival representation, and the Dr. Constantine Zurayk collection.” In Provenance in Place: Archives, Settler Colonialism & the Making of a Global Order. Doctoral Thesis, University of Toronto.
 
For your reference: Ghaddar, Jamila J., Sleiman, Hana; Chebaro, Kaoukab and Samar Mikati (2023) The Constantine Zurayk Collection Finding Aid (Beirut: Archives and Special Collections, Jafet Library, American University of Beirut). Revised by Shaden Dada.  
 
Week 11: 
 
Beverly Butler, 2009. “‘Othering’ the archive — from exile to inclusion and heritage dignity: the case of Palestinian archival memory,” Archival Science 9: 57–69. 
 
Week 12: 
 
Mermelstein, H., Natarajan, V. (2014) “In the World Knowledge, Access, 
and Resistance: A Conversation on Librarians and Archivists to Palestine.” In Informed Agitation: Library and Information Skills in Social Justice Movements and Beyond, edited by Melissa Morrone. Sacramento, CA: Library Juice Press.
 
Ayyash, M. (Jan 10, 2021) Racial Logics and the Epistemological Space of 
Palestine. Culturico. 
 
International Council on Archives. (n.d.). Statement of the International Council 
on Archives on the Destruction of the Central Archives of the Municipality of Gaza. International Council on Archives. International Council on Archives. Retrieved January 3, 2024.
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